AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 
Claim Listing: 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for selecting 
securities from a group of available securities for an investment portfolio, said computer 
performing the steps comprising: 

calculating on e or moro charact e ristics of price appreciation for each of said 
available securities; 

calculating a return on assets ratio for each of said available securities; 

calculating a price to cashflow ratio for each of said available securities; 

ranking at least some of the available securities according to prodotorm i nod 
crit e r i a compris i ng a pr e d e t e rm i n e d r el at i onship b e tw ee n said on e or mor e 
charact e r i st i cs of said price appreciation, said return on assets ratio and said price to 
cashflow ratio to form a group of ranked securities; and 

selecting at least some of the ranked securities to form a group of selected 

securities. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein said group of 
available securities comprises 100 stocks of the Nasdaq 100 index. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wherein said ranking 
comprises: 

ranking the available securities according to said on e or more charact e rist i cs of 
price appreciation so that each of said available securities is assigned one or more 
separate price appreciation ranks; 
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ranking the available securities according to said return on assets ratio so that 
each of said available securities is assigned a separate return on assets ratio rank; 

ranking said available securities according to said price to cashflow ratio so that 
each of said available securities is assigned a separate price to cashflow rank; and 

determining for each of said available securities an average rank comprising the 
average of the one or more separate price appreciation ranks, separate return on 
assets ratio rank and separate price to cashflow ratio rank for said security. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 wherein said on e or mor e 
charact e r i st i cs of calculating price appreciation comprises calculating a first rate of price 
appreciation over a first predetermined time period and a second rate of price 
appreciation over a second predetermined time period different than said first 
predetermined time period, wherein said ranking the available securities according to 
said on e or mor e charact e r i st i cs of price appreciation comprises ranking the available 
securities according to said first rate so that each of said available securities is assigned 
a separate first rate rank and ranking the available securities according to said second 
rate so that each of said available securities is assigned a separate second rate rank 
and wherein said determining comprises determining for each of said available 
securities an average rank comprising the average of the separate first rate rank, the 
separate second rate rank, the separate return on assets ratio rank and the separate 
price to cashflow ratio rank . 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wherein said prodotorm i n e d 
cr i t e r i a consist ranking consists only of said ono or moro charactor i stics of ranking at 
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least some of the available securities according to said price appreciation, said return 
on assets ratio and said price to cashflow ratio. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wherein said pr e d e term i ned 
cr i t o ria compr i s e ranking comprises ranking at least some of the available securities 
according to capitalization of said available securities. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein said selecting 
comprises selecting a predetermined number of said ranked securities. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 wherein said 
predetermined number is 15 or less. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wherein said calculating one or 
moro character i stics of price appreciation comprises calculating a first rate of price 
appreciation over a first predetermined time period. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28 wherein said calculating a 
first rate comprises performing a regression analysis of the price history of each of the 
available securities over said first time period. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 29 wherein said calculating ono or 
mor e charact e r i st i cs of price appreciation further comprises calculating a second rate of 
price appreciation over a second predetermined time period different from said first 
predetermined time period. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein said calculating a 
second rate comprises performing a regression analysis of the price history of each of 
the available securities over said second time period. 
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32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 31 wherein said regression 
analysis comprises least squares regression analysis. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein said method further 
includes purchasing at least some of said group of selected securities to form a group of 
purchased securities. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein said purchased 
securities are weighted by market capitalization. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein said method further 
includes creating a unit investment trust comprising said purchased securities. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 wherein said unit investment 
trust has a life of 13 months or more. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein said method further 
includes creating a pooled investment vehicle comprising said purchased securities. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein said method further 
includes creating a variable annuity comprising said purchased securities. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein said method further 
includes creating an investment account comprising said purchased securities. 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Canceled) 



42. (New) A computer-readable medium bearing a computer program 
containing instruction steps such that upon installation of said computer program in a 
general purpose computer, the computer performs a method for selecting securities 
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from a group of available securities for an investment portfolio comprising the 
operations of: 

calculating price appreciation for each of said available securities; 

calculating a return on assets ratio for each of said available securities; 

calculating a price to cashflow ratio for each of said available securities; 

ranking at least some of the available securities according to said price 
appreciation, said return on assets ratio and said price to cashflow ratio to form a group 
of ranked securities; and 

selecting at least some of the ranked securities to form a group of selected 
securities. 



